MEMOIES OF THE EMPEESS EUQENIE

similar to those which had been so suddenly brought
to power in France by this last convulsion in Paris.

Under these circumstances, Alexander II was not
inclined to look with favor on the temporary gov-
ernment set up in Paris and he declared that he pre-
ferred that France should seek by herself the best
peace terms possible. At the same time, the Em-
press learned that he had been "much touched and
impressed" by her appeal. Before replying, ho
authorized the chancellor of the empire to enter into
negotiations with the former French embassador
and to examine with him the basis on which an inter-
vention might be permissible. The Czar then wrote
the Empress as follows:

"I have received the letter you were good enough,
to send me. I understand and appreciate the feel-
ing which dictated it and which leads you to forget
your own sorrows and to remember only those of
your country. I take a sincere interest in the matter
and ardently desire that peace may be promptly
secured and an end thus put to those sorrows, as also
to the evils which result for the whole of Europe
from the present state of things. I think that this
peace will be strong in proportion to its equity and
moderation. I have done, and shall continue to do,
all that may depend on me to contribute to a result
which I ardently desire. I thank you for your kind
remembrance and your confidence in my good in-
tentions, and again assure you of my friendship."

In the meanwhile, the ambassador was making
every effort to modify the unfavorable sentiments
of the Czar and Eussian chancellor towards the gov-
ernment of September 4th. At his request, the
cabinet of St. Petersburg promised to advise the
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